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Things Fall Apart
The status power was the reason for the resistance, some people in the Igbo community thought that if they adapted to another culture they lose their main status in the community. An example of Okonkwo does not collaborate with the new western culture brought by Christians which is political change and religious ways because of the fear to lose his status in society. He thought by supporting new religion and political orders will lower his status reducing his power over society (Zhi-qing, 20). His power stood on the cultural standards in which the community judged him as cultural and did not want to lose that power by collaborating with the Christians. The people who converted to Christians were also given power over other Christians through elevation of their status buy being treated differently and they were given other valuable things. The Christians so Igbo culture as evil and they come to salvage this cultural person from their dark ways, this gave them the power of the Igbo culture.
The villagers are unable to a decision about taking in the changes brought by Christians or remain with their cultural values. Many of the people were excited about the things the Christians brought that could be changing their status. Some of the villages start decides to change into Christian culture which makes them start forgetting their original Igbo culture and language and adopting the use of English. Christianity started to overpower the Igbo cultural ways and people ended up speaking in the Christian language than their original language, this was also raising their status in the community (Achebe and Gikandi, 20).
According to Achebe and Gikandi (50), various things led to Things Fall apart in the Chinua story. There was a divide in the families which led to the separation of families. These divides were brought with the change brought by Christianity in the village. This is the time when the children started disobeying the parents and the families breaking up example Okonkwo was divided from his family, he saw his father as a coward because he never fought for his culture he only played music with others which were a shameful thing according to Okonkwo. Note the son of Okonkwo differs from his father because he does not fit in his father's traditional expectation instead he runs to Christianity. Okonkwo differed with others because he thought he is powerful for being a warrior to defend his culture.
Pride also contributed to Things Fall Apart, the traditionalist and Christians both had pride that made them differ. Okonkwo takes pride in everything that he does which made him have trouble with his family and community at large (Aminu and Bello, 70). Having been a warrior he fought the best and was recognized by the people of the village. His pride made him think that his father is a coward and his son was lazy which made his son differ with him and run to Christianity. When he comes from the Eumofia he started to fight the Europeans who had started to dominant his community, he did this to be seen powerful by the Europeans and the villagers.
The emotional control was also another cause of the Things Fall Apart story, this led to the separation of the Okonkwo's family. Okonkwo did not show his emotions because he thought he could be perceived to be weak. He tried his best to hide his emotions except for .when he is angry he lets it out because it could make him be feared. Okonkwo kills his adopted son because he never wanted to be seen weak although he struggled this his emotions he did not show them off. This led him to be distanced further with his biological son and he did all this to show how powerful he was. From Aminu and Bello (87), the distance kept by the Okonkwo from his traditional home helped him become more cultural, it helped to understand things more deeply about his culture that helped him to fight to retain his culture that as a result led to the family division. The masculine perspective made him differ with his father and son. He saw his father as a spendthrift and lazy which was according to the tradition the behavior of a woman. As to the tradition, men were to be warriors like him who worked hard and fought for their community. This perspective made him have a conflict with his child.
The language was important in things to fall apart of the story, the common language of Igbo was used in the story to show the imaginative aspect of African languages and how it played a critical part in maintaining their culture. Only African people can understand their language and the deep meaning of the word. They tried to translate the Igbo language to English but the words were too complex which resulted to be taught English by the Europeans. The cultural change started from the change in the language from Igbo to English (Zhi-qing, 77).
As such, those who had known English were looked upon as powerful people in the community and they had social status while the culturist like Okonkwo also remained to have their social status for having known their cultural language deeply (Aminu and Bello, 103). The talking of English could have led to the loss of the Igbo language which made Okonkwo fight against the Europeans so that the power Igbo language is not lost. Those who spoke well their language they were perceived as powerful, while those who know little about the language were like nobodies. Okonkwo was well known because of his deep understanding and talking of his traditional language. The Europeans could give power to people to communicate in English and they were respected. This happens in the current generation example if you speak the good language like English you are perceived have a good educational background which is power being given to you.
In conclusion, language becomes a barrier when people cannot understand each other. If people cannot communicate effectively that is language barrier and it can be solved by learning the easiest language that can easily be understood example there was a language barrier between Igbo language and English, the Europeans could not understand them thus they opted to teach English to people of Igbo so as they can understand each other well (Zhi-qing, 156)  
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